Heart transplantation in patients with heparin-induced thrombocytopenia on the Novacor left ventricular assist system.
We report on two patients with development of heparin-induced thrombocytopenia with thrombosis while on the Novacor left ventricular assist system. Heart transplantation was successfully performed in both patients with heparin used for cardiopulmonary bypass after careful monitoring of heparin-associated antibodies. The approach to the patients' management and potential alternatives for anticoagulation are discussed.